I am always coming back to the same subject, my dear Prevost; forgive me and tell me truthfully whether I weary you. With my adoration for the truths of Reason, and my absolute confidence in the power of the intellect, I am like a Catholic who can speak of nothing but the Church. and the Faith. But I, at least, can prove what I say, and no one can get out of reach of the doctrine of which I am possessed without at the same time placing himself entirely outside Reason.
If you knew what joy, what rest it is to know how far the soul extends beyond and above events, and how much, it participates in the absolute nature of the Being ! Listen to me, if only for the sake of your political opinions : all the discourses you are about to write on the Right of Property and of Association, on the nature of Government, on the Future of France, etc., all that will be weak and worthless If you do not soar to a higher plane. Do you want to treat political subjects as if they were matter for essay writing or oratory ? But you are neither a phrase-monger nor a sceptic; on the contrary, you are a believer, and a believer after the Catholic fashion, without really seeing or knowing.
One of my old friends (M. Cornells de Witt) has just returned from England, where he lived for two months in the intimacy of M. Guizot, with whom he was already acquainted. He has brought back some written counsels as to studies preparatory to political life. You should see how deep and how detailed those studies are !
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